No pipeline, but Trudeau will get first phone call 


The Toronto Star 
January 21, 2021 Thursday 


Copyright 2021 Toronto Star Newspapers Limited 
Section: NEWS; Pg. A10 

Length: 479 words 

Byline: Tonda MacCharles Toronto Star 
Dateline: OTTAWA 


Body 


On a day of pomp and pageantry, the Trudeau government welcomed U.S. President Joe Biden into office with 
polite but formal congratulations that belied the frustrations of the frenzied past few days, and tried to look ahead to 
better days. 


It was a rough start, despite the fact that late Wednesday, Biden's spokesperson said the new U.S. president's first 
call to a foreign leader would be with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on Friday. 


Behind the scenes, as the Trump administration drew to a close, Canada's ambassador to Washington, Kirsten 
Hillman, Trudeau's chief of staff, Katie Telford, and the Prime Minister's Office's lead adviser on Canada-U.S. 
relations, Brian Clow, had reached out to key Biden officials to forge a new co-operative relationship and try to save 
the Keystone XL project. 


Instead, Day 1 of the hoped-for reset of Canada-U.S. relations began with the new president delivering a blow to 
Canada's short-term economic agenda, as Biden signed an executive order to revoke Donald Trump's permit for 
the Keystone pipeline project. 


At the same time, Biden signed another order to have the U.S. rejoin the Paris climate agreement. 


Killing the pipeline project was not unexpected, as Biden had campaigned on the pledge and telegraphed his 
intentions in the past week. 


That's when sources say direct lines of communication finally opened up between the Biden team and Canadian 
officials. Until then, both sides had walked a tight line, not wanting to prematurely open channels before the new 
administration was installed. 


Hillman told CTV that Canada's and Alberta's arguments about the project's economic benefits, Canada's 
commitment to fighting climate change, and the role Keystone could play in North American energy security failed 
to persuade the Biden team. 


"Ultimately, the president decided to fulfil a promise he made during the campaign. And that is his choice and we 
respect his choices,” Hillman said, echoing what officials said privately Wednesday as well. 


Trudeau signalled he is not about to let the Keystone decision colour the whole relationship. 


In congratulating Biden, he made no mention of the pipeline cancellation but said Canada would continue to work 
with the U.S. "to advance climate action and clean economic growth, promote inclusion and diversity, and create 
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good middle class jobs and opportunities for our people while contributing to democracy, peace, and security at 
home and around the world." 


In his inaugural speech, Biden pledged to "repair our alliances and engage with the world once again. Not to meet 
yesterday's challenges, but today's and tomorrow's challenges ... We'll be a strong and trusted partner for peace, 
progress, and security." 


Senior federal officials who spoke to the Star on a background-only basis said the Trudeau government is deeply 
relieved to have a predictable, reliable partner back in the White House. 
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